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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1943. 


Madam  Chairman,  Mrs.  Dearden  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1943  (the 
fourth  war  report). 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  well  maintained  and  there  has 
been  no  epidemdc  save  that  of  measles  to  contend  with  during  the  year. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  remains  fairly  high,  but  the  numbers 
dealt  with  are  so  small  that  one  infantile  death  can  make  a very  big 
difference  in  the  rate.  Of  the  infant  deaths  four  were  due  to 
congenital  causes,  which  might  be  termed  unavoidable,  and 
malformation,  etc. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  for  the  third  consecutive  year  there 
have  been  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  in  the  Urban  area. 

Finally  I would  point  out  to  the  council  that,  if  housing  plans  are 
to  be  well  forward  and  they  are  to  be  ready  to  start  building  new  houses 
at  the  first  possible  moment  after  cessation  of  hostilities,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  have  more  assistance. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  GRAHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Birth  Rate. 

18.47  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 
18.82  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  births. 

Death  Rate. 

11.39  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

From  Sepsis,  Nil. 

From  Other  Causes,  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  57.85 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births...  57.85 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  2 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

There  is  full  employment  in  the  works  in  the  area  and  many 
residents  work  in  Sheffield. 

A serious  shortage  of  houses  already  exists  but  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  assess  accurately  the  real  requirements  with  regard  to  rehousing 
in  the  present  fluid  state  of  the  population. 

For  instance  there  must  be  a considerable  number  of  married 
women  in  the  area  whose  husbands  are  in  the  Armed  Forces  or  working 
away  from  the  Urban  Area.  The  problem  is  how  many  will  settle 
in  Dronfield. 

Taking  into  account  future  demolition,  etc.,  I estimate  that 
400-500  new  houses  will  be  required. 

Dronfield  so  far  has  been  fortunate  in  having  no  war  damaged 
houses  to  replace,  and  when  one  considers  the  problems  to  be  faced  in 
housing  by  some  of  the  authorities  of  war  ravaged  areas  one  must 
realize  that  as  far  as  building  the  type  of  council  house  of  a pre-war 
standard  is  concerned,  Dronfield  cannot  expect  to  solve  her  housing 
problem  for  many  years  to  come.  There  is,  however,  the  question  of 
the  “ factory  built  ” house.  While  I do  not  wish  to  go  into  the  demerits 
or  merits  of  this  type  of  dwelling,  if  the  reports  that  large  numbers 
of  such  houses  can  be  turned,  out  speedily,  and  speedily  erected,  are 
correct,  it  does  seem  that  the  erection  of  such  types  is  the  only  way 
in-  which  areas  such  as  Dronfield  can  alleviate  the  post-war  housing 
shortage  in  anything  like  a reasonable  period.  In  fact  a case  of 
“ needs  must.” 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  PERIODS. 
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CO  Tt  ^ t-i 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Puerperal  Fever  ) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever... 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Polio-myelitis  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Undulant  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Pulmonary.  Male 

Female  ... 

Non-Pulmonary.  Male 

Female  ... 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  slightly  less  than 
the  previous  year  but  is  still  higher  than  normal.  A mild  epidemic 
of  measles  occurred  during  the  year.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  not- 
withstanding this  epidemic  no  fatal  cases  occurred.  In  fact  no  deaths 
were  recorded  from  any  of  the  common  zymotic  diseases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Di.sease 

Total 

Number 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 



- 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

31 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 



Enteric  Fever  ... 



- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 



Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 





Pneumonia 

11 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

Polio-myelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

— 

— 



Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Undulant  Fever 

— 



Measles 

210 





Whooping  Cough 

7 

— 

— 

IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year  175  children  were  immunized  against  Diphtheria. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORIUM. 

There  was  no  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS  RETURN  FOR  1943. 


Age  Period 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulm 

onary 

N6n-Pu 

monary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

1 and  over  ... 
5 and  over  ... 
15  and  over  ... 
25  and  over . . . 
35  and  over  ... 
45  and  over  ... 
55  and  over  ... 
65  and  over  ... 

Total 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cases  included 
above 

Not  F 

’rimary 

Not  Notified 

1)11 





— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SCABIES  ORDER,  1941. 
POOLSBROOK  TREATMENT  CENTRE. 


1.  During  the  year  a total  of  2,70.‘l  patients  attended.  In  the 
Table  below  detailed  figures  are  given  regarding  cases  and  the  area 
from  which  they  come. 


SCABIES.— 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C.  ... 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

Dronfield  U.D.C 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

Adults. 

517 

73 

283 

13 

196 

5 — 15  yrs. 
384 

43 

196 

15 

208 

Under  5 yrs. 
133 

24 

96 

4 

60 

Total. 

1034 

140 

575 

32 

564 

1182 

846 

317 

2345 

HEAD  LICE— 

Adults. 

5 — 15  yrs. 

Under  5 yrs. 

Total. 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

3(3) 

59(40) 

5(3) 

67(46) 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C.  ... 

— 

2(2) 

2(2) 

4(4) 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

1 

20(13) 

3(3) 

24(16) 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

5(4) 

60(48) 

3(3) 

68(55) 

Dronfield  U.D.C 

— 

18(14) 

4(2) 

22(16) 

9(7) 

159(117) 

17(13) 

185(137) 

SCABIES  with 

VERMINOUS  HEADS— 

Adults. 

5 — 15  years.  Under  5 yrs. 

Total. 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

6(3) 

79(44) 

15(9) 

100(56) 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C.  ... 

1(1) 

17(12) 

3(2) 

21(15) 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

30(19) 

5(4) 

35(23) 

Dronfield  U.D.C. 

1(1) 

4 

2(1) 

7(2) 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

2(2) 

42(18) 

3(3) 

47(23) 

10(7) 

172(93) 

28(19) 

210(119) 

CASES  SENT  AS  SCABIES 

DIAGNOSIS  NOT  CONFIRMED— 

Adults. 

5 — -15  yrs. 

Under  5 yrs. 

Total. 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

20 

14 

5 

39 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C.  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

7 

5 

5 

17 

Dronfield  UiD.C. 

2 

5 

— 

7 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

18 

14 

2 

34 

48 

38 

12 

98 

There  were  75  miscellaneous  cases.  Cases  in  brackets  refer  to  cases 
in  which  live  lice  have  been  found. 

The  gross  re-infection  rate  was  12.8%.  There  were  23  relapses 
giving  a relapse  rate  of  1.16%. 

A relapse  is  taken  to  be  a case  in  which  a live  mite  is  found  or 
itching  is  complained  of  within  one  month  of  a previous  treatment. 

The  response  of  family  to  come  as  a complete  unit  has  been 
disappointing.  So  far  no  compulsory  action  has  been  taken  but  in 
future,  in  certain  cases,  it  may  be  necessary  to  do  so. 

2.  Concurrently  with  the  routine  treatment  several  investigations 
have  been  done  by  Mr.  LeNoury  and  his  assistants  ; and  at  present 
they  are  carrying  out  investigation  to  ascertain  the  average  louse  popu- 
lation in  heads  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Mellanby  of  the  Sorby  Research 
Institute,  Sheffield.  7 


Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year 
1943.  Provisional  figures  based  on  weekly  and  quarterly  Returns. 


Live  Births  ... 

Still  Births  ... 

Deaths  : — 

All  causes 
Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  ... 
Influenza 
Smallpox 
Measles 

Notifications  : — 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  . . 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Smallpox 
Measles 

Pneumonia  ... 


Deaths  under 

1 year  of  age 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 


Maternal  Mortality. 
(Excluding  Abortion) 
Puerperal  Infection 

(No.  147)  

Others  ... 

Total 

Notification — 

Puerperal  Fever 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126  C.B’s.  148  Smaller 
and  great  Towns  Resi- 
Towns  dent  Popula- 
including  tion  25,000 — 
London  50,000,  at 

1931  Census 

London 

Adm. 

County. 

Dronfield 

U.D.C. 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian 

Population. 

16.5 

18.6  19.4 

15.8 

18.78 

0.51 

0.63  0.61 

0.45 

.46 

12.1 

14.2 

12.7 

15.0 

11.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.00 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.02 

0.00 

0.37 

0.36 

0.37 

0.27 

0.30 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.08 

0.10 

0.06 

0.09 

0.00 

3.01 

3.29 

3.54 

3.80 

4.77 

2.54 

2.82 

2.25 

2.68 

1.07 

0.88 

1.12 

0.77 

0.74 

0.76 

0.31 

0.35 

0.27 

0.42 

0.61 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

9.88 

9.23 

9.77 

9.17 

32.33 

1.34 

1.62 

1.16 

1.27 

1.69 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live 

Births. 

49 

58 

46 

58 

57.85 

5.3 

7.9 

4.4 

10.4 

2 

Rates 

PER  1,000  Births  (Live  and 

Still). 

0.39 



— 

— 

0.00 

1.45 

— 

— 

— 

0.00 

1.84 

— 

1.68 

15.11 

9.26 

(3.05) 

0.00 

(15.23) 
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SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATIONS. 


(1)  Infectivity  of  the  Scabies  Mite  in  Households. 

A total  of  (598  persons  comprising  170  families  were  examined.  Of 
those  .002  i.e.,  80%  were  suffering  from  scabies  (live  mites  were  found 
on  the  hands  and/or  wrists  or  they  had  definite  clinical  symptoms). 
Of  the  170  families  100  had  all  members  infected  00%. 

(2)  Cases  without  Clinical  Symptoms. 

In  a further  series  of  294  persons  examined  18  cases  i.e.  0.1%  had 
no  history  or  symptoms  but  live  mites  were  found. 

107  had  only  slight  clinical  symptoms  but  mites  were  found. 
This  investigation  proves  the  necessity  of  all  household  contacts  of 
scabies  being  examined  even  though  there  has  been  no  complaint  of 
itching. 

(3)  Home  Treatment  of  Scabies. 

The  investigation  was  carried  out  as  follows  : — 

The  type  of  medicament  used  was  noted  and  cases  which  had  used, 
proved  and  tried  sarcopticides  were  included.  If  one  live  mite  was 
found  on  the  person  it  was  assumed  that  the  home  treatment  was  in- 
effective. If  no  mite  was  found  the  case  was  ignored. 

In  a series  of  347  patients  only  15  were  all  dead  mites  removed. 
Thus  only  4.31%  of  patients  in  this  series  succeeded  in  curing  themselves 
or  95%  failure  rate. 

Of  course  it  cannot  be  said  that  this  is  the  true  failure  rate  in  self 
treatment  as  many  of  those  who  succeed  \vould  be  unlikely  to  attend 
the  clinic.  It  does  indicate,  however,  that  there  must  be  a high  proportion 
of  failure  in  self  treatment. 

(4)  Absence  from  School  due  to  Scabies. 

The  County  School  Attendance  Officer  for  North  East  Derbyshire 
has  furnished  me  with  some  extremely  interesting  figures  in  connection 
with  the  absences  from  school  due  to  scabies  ; before  and  after  the 
establishment  of  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Poolsbrook. 

The  school  chosen  is  hardly  typical  of  all  the  schools  in  the  area 
as  it  has  for  a few  years  now  been  a hotbed  of  scabies  infestation.  The 
figures,  however,  are  so  noteworthy  in  that  it  does  give  a very  striking 
picture  of  the  benefits  which  have  accrued  through  having  adequate 
facilities  to  deal  with  this  trouble. 

In  the  figures  short  absences  due  to  scabies  have  not  been  noted. 
The  absence  is  expressed  in  terms  of  attendance  i.e.,  two  attendances 


equal  one  day. 

Session, 

1941-1942. 

Children 

Lost 

Average  Lost 

involved 

Attendances 

Attendance  per  child 

Boys  school  .... 

26 

4,092 

158 

Girls  school 

29 

4,922 

170 

Infant  school  .... 

14 

2,140 

153 

69 

11,154 

160 
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SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATIONS-  -continued. 


During  the  period  January,  1943,  to  November,  1943,  only  one 
case  of  lengthy  absenteeism  due  to  scabies  has  been  reported,  this  case 
has  lost  118  attendances. 

90%  of  the  cases  attending  Poolsbrook  return  to  school  immediat- 
ely after  treatment  with  no  loss  of  school-time  other  than  the  attend- 
ance time  at  the  Centre,  which  I understand  does  not  count  as  an 
absence  from  school.  In  the  other  10%  it  is  very  rare  that  the  child 
is  off  school  for  more  than  a week  i.e.,  10  attendances.  This  loss  of 
attendance  is  usually  due  to  bad  secondary  infection. 

(5)  Lethal  effect  of  Behzyl  Benzoate. 

80  patients  were  tested,  live  mite  was  removed  before  treatment, 
within  half  hour  of  treatment  mites  were  sought  for  and  removed.  An 
average  of  just  over  15  mites  were  found  per  patient  after  treatment 
and  all  were  dead. 

(6)  All  cases  sent  as  scabies  are  examined  for  head  lice. 

It  has  been  definitely  established  that  scabies  is  not  a dirt  disease 
so  that  the  figures  give  a fair  indication  of  vermin  infestation  of  the 
general  population  ; from  the  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  8.9%.  In 
age  group  5-15  the  infestation  is  20.3%. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  careful  and  painstaking  work  of  Mr.  LeNoury  and  his  staff  at 
Poolsbrook.  As  I have  written  before  the  success  of  the  one  treatment 
method  in  scabies  depends  on  a careful  efficient  staff  and  there  is  no 
doubt  of  the  success  of  the  methods  used  at  this  centre. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Sanitary  Inspector 


C.  WALTON -To  31-7-43. 

S.  N.  PYCROFT-From  1-11-43. 


Area  of  district  : 3,457  acres.  Estimated  number  of  houses  : 1,952. 
No  new  houses  were  built  during  1943. 


No.  of 
inspections 
made  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

No.  of  ' 
Ser\ 

■Notices 

'ed. 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
with  or 
without 
notice. 

Informal 

Legal. 

Closets  and  Ashpits. 

Defective  Privies,  Pail  Closets  and 
Ashpits  (not  for  conversion) 

6 

2 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s 

— 

— 



— 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  into  W.C.’s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Pail  Closets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Water  Closets 

8 

1 

— 

1 

Provision  of  additional  W.C.’s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Provision  of  Portable  Ashbins 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Dirty  Closets  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage. 

No  disconnection  of  waste  pipe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  waste  pipe,  Traps,  Inlets 
and  Drains  ... 

16 

4 

Drains  obstructed 

21 

— 

— 

21 

Other  Defects. 

Paving  of  Courts  and  Yards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Roofs,  Eaves-Spouts  and  Downspouts 

22 

7 

— 

11 

Sinks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Windows 

2 

■ 

— 

1 

Dampness 

9 

— 

— 

3 

Water  in  Cellars 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Supply  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses 

6 

1 

— 

5 

Offensive  Accumulations 

— 



— 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigsties 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Urinals  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nuisances  not  specified  above 

9 

4 

— 

2 

105 

13 

— 

50 

11 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


No.  in  use  at 
end  of  1942. 


Privy  Middens 
Pail  Closets 
Water  Closets 


181 

32 

1739 


Total  ... 


1952 


0 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


No.  on 
Register. 

Inspections 

made. 

Notices 

Served. 

Nuisances 
abated  with 
or  without 
notice. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

26 

1 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

5 

9 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

34 

11 

• 

— 

12 


